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Synopsis: 

Treachery, Sex, Betrayal, Revenge and Murder are the hallmarks of this Shakespeare 

classic. A thrilling digital feature for a 21st century audience that preserves the emotion 

and energy of the original, but presents it in a brand new way.  

 

Logline: 

“All is not well.” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT - BRUCE RAMSAY 
 

My intent with Hamlet was to make it as fresh, and accessible as possible.  By eliminating 
everything that happens outside of Elsinore and shedding any characters that are not a part 
of, or in direct service to the royal family, Hamlet the play, becomes Hamlet the classic 
cinematic genre, the family drama.  The loss of a parental figure, the power vacuum that it 
creates, the self- reflection demanded by the lead character’s contemplation of his own 
mortality, all these themes are central to the piece, and very familiar in modern cinematic 
storytelling. 
 
I also have Hamlet playing in places where he has not played before.  As there are no pirate 
ships to board, or mischievous Rosencrantz and Guildenstern machinations to avoid, 
Hamlet is newly present in several scenes, including Ophelia’s descent into madness.  This 
helps create a different dynamic without altering any of the dialogue.  The scene simply 

evolves into something new. 
 
This dynamic also helps support a specific direction for 
Ophelia and Gertrude.  I wanted very much for the 
female characters to be modern in action.  Though the 
piece itself is set in post WW2 London, still a time of 
great inequality between the sexes, I felt that if we had 
female characters that were responsible for all their 
actions, be they good or bad, audiences would feel a 
more immediate connection with them.  They are not 
victims or pawns on a playing board; they are women in 
charge of their own destiny.  With Hamlet present at 
Ophelia’s unraveling instead of her railing blindly 
against her lost love, and executioner of her father, she is 
able to address him as she pleases.  With Gertrude, her 
new husband is not old in years like King Hamlet was, 
but rather closer in age to her son.  This suggests a sense 
of power on her part, or even a willful subjugation to 
power and her own bodily desires.  It also creates 

another layer of conflict between Claudius and Hamlet, as they are now physical rivals as 
well. 
 
With Hamlet being performed hundreds of times a year on stages around the world, it 
would be impossible for me to think that some of my choices have never been tried before, 
but hopefully this particular arrangement of ideas, along with a visual narrative intended to 
help the viewer stay engaged plot wise under the sometimes weighty nature of 
Shakespeare’s poetry will help offer a fresh and engaging view into one of literature’s 
greatest masterpieces. 
 
Bruce Ramsay 
July 2011 
 



 
 
 
 

PRODUCTION NOTES  
 

With only three days to shoot this entire film, this was obviously going to be a case of rock’ 
in’ roll filmmaking.  My producing team (Jacquie Gould & John Cassini) and I had met 20 
years earlier on the set of the movie “Alive”, and I would obviously lean heavily on them 
and everyone else that was brought aboard to get the project done.  The saving grace was, 
we were shooting Hamlet in three days, but we were shooting it in one location.  So we had 
a fighting chance. 
  
Gould put together a great crew which included another “Alive” 
alumni in costume designer Jenni Gullet, as production designer 
Paul Joyal, art director Mheyah Bailey, and DOP Michael Blundell.  
Casting director Sean Cossey got a great cast together, and Cassini 
brought aboard veteran music composer Schuan Tozer, who also 
acted in the piece and would also serve as my second set of eyes on 
set. 
 
I needed a second set of eyes because I was directing and playing 
Hamlet, and there was no way I was going to be able to succeed in 
either pursuit without some serious help from Cassini and Gould, as 
Gould was also wearing more than just one hat.  She was producing, 
was the First AD and the production coordinator.  There were no 
one trick ponies on this picture. 
 
When the first day of production started, it became apparent that this was going to be a lot 
of fun.  We were shooting on Canon EOS 7D’s, and that morning along with our camera 



operator extraordinaire, Bendan Chamlers, three of my filmmaking buddies that included 
Gould’s husband and Exec. Producer Simon Barry, Raul Inglis and Greg Middleton, showed 
up with their own Canons, and suddenly I was standing on set, shooting with 4 cameras.  I 
had a smile on my face a mile long.  Cassini on more than a few occasions had to remind me 
that I was playing Hamlet, and should probably stay in my forlorn character a bit more 
between takes, so as not to loose my focus.  I told you I was 
going to need this guy. 
 
Because we didn’t use any on set monitors, were moving fast, 
and focus pullers were not an option, it was basically any 
DOP’s nightmare.  Thankfully our talented DOP Michael 
Blundell has an innate feel for the piece, and using a lot of 
practicals and carefully placed lights, he was able to create the 
right mood.  The accelerated speed created a heightened 
focus, which I think is apparent on the screen. 
 
In veteran style, Gould had figured out an insane, but 
somehow manageable shooting schedule.  We shot out rooms 
as we went through, and kept our actors on ice all day until 
they were needed.  The actors certainly proved their worth.  
Called at a moments notice, they were expected to get it done 
on the move, and without a lot of takes.  No small feat doing Shakespeare. 
 
When I was walking home after the last day of shooting, I realized that not once did I ever 
have to call out ‘cut’ in the middle of a scene because an actor had forgot a line.  That’s how 
dialed in they were.  Full disclosure.  One actor did forget and call for a line, that last day, in 
the last scene.  That actor was…me.  Hopefully my fellow cast members will find it in their 
hearts to forgive me. 
 
If anyone on set doubted we could get this done, they had the good sense to never let me 
know.  Gould also assumed any logistical nightmares that may have arisen.  She just smiled 
at me in difficult moments, and made sure everything kept moving along smoothly.  She 
was the engine that drove this whole project, and I am indebted to her beyond belief. 
 
When the picture moved from shooting to post, another great team came aboard which 

included Post Production Supervisor Shawn McLaughlin, Editors Lisa Robison and Franco 

Pante, On-Line Editor and Colorist Rob Neilson, Supervising Sound Editor Miguel Nunes 

and Dialogue/ADR Editor Gord Hillier.  This team, along with many other talented crew 

members that I don’t have the space to thank but am extremely grateful to, all helped make 

this film possible. 

 
Bruce Ramsay 
July 2011 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“HAMLET” CAST & CREW: 
 
 

 
BRUCE RAMSAY- Director / “Hamlet” 
 

Bruce graduated from the Dome Professional 
Theater Program in Montreal and has since worked 
as an actor and writer in over seventy-five film, 
television, and theatrical productions. After acting in 
films with such renowned directors as Steven 
Soderbergh (“Fallen Angels”), Roger Avary’ 
(“Killing Zoe”), Julie Delpy (“Looking for Jimmy”), 
Frank Marshall (“Alive”), and Andrew Davis 
(“Holes”, “Collateral Damage”), Bruce was inspired 

to make his directorial debut with “Hamlet” , and take on the double duty of playing the 
Dane as well. Bruce will next been seen in the new AMC show, “Hell on Wheels”. 
 
 
 

 
Lara Gilchrist- “Ophelia” 

 
Originally from Alberta, Lara spent her first two summers 
after graduating  from Studio 58 performing with 
Vancouver's Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival, and 
in her second season, played Rosalind in “As You Like It”. 
She's earned two Jessie Award nominations for Best 
Lead Actress, “Hippies and Bolsheviks” (Touchstone) and 
for Best Supporting Actress, “The Wedding Pool” (SKAM). 
Her latest stage role was that of Beth in Main Street 
Theatre's critically acclaimed “A Lie of the Mind” by Sam 
Shepard.  On television, Lara's had recurring roles on 
“Battlestar Galactica”, “Exes and Oh's”, “Bionic Woman”, 
“Defying Gravity”, and most recently, filmed a guest-star 
role on “Sanctuary”.  This year, Lara can be seen opposite 

Luke Perry in “Goodnight For Justice” (Hallmark), and as Lucy in Motion 58's short, “Wait 
for Rain”.  Lara is honoured Bruce trusted her with this beautiful role, one she played eight 
years earlier on stage at Studio 58. 
 
 

 



 

Peter Wingfield- Claudius 
 

Welsh born Peter Wingfield attended the National Youth 
Theatre of Wales and the Brasenose Little Theater before 
becoming well known for his roles as Dan Clifford in 
“Holby City”, Dr. Robert Helm in “Queen of Swords”, and 
as the 5000 year old Immortal Methos in the hit series 
“Highlander:The Series”. Peter can be seen in the new 
Showcase original show, “Endgame” and in “CSI Miami” 
on CBS. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gillian Barber- “Gertrude” 
 

Gillian is honoured to be a part of “Hamlet” with such an 
illustrious group of actors. The veteran actress has a long list of 
credits to her name from feature films, television series, theatre 
and directing. Gillian has starred in films such as “2012”, “Hot 
Rod”, “Double Jeopardy”, “Kitchen Party”, “Needful Things”, 
“Matinee”, “Jumanji”, and Rainbow War”.  Selected TV Movie 
credits include “Super Volcano”, “Bang, Bang, You’re Dead”, 
“The Beltway”, “Christy”, “Final Run”, “Color of Courage”, and 
“In Cold Blood”.  You’ll recognise Gillian from TV series such as 
“Always a Bridesmaid”, “The Guard”, “Supernatural”, “Cold 
Squad”, “Outer Limits”, “Addams Family”, “Stargate”, and “X-
Files”.  Stage performances include the Arts Club, Playhouse, 
Tamahnous Theatre, Theatre Calgary, Bard on the Beach, 

Lunchbox Theatre, Manitoba Theatre Centre, Salisbury Rep (UK), and National Arts Centre.  
Gillian’s selected directing credits include: “Cinderella”, “Footloose”, “The Threepenny 
Opera”, “HONK!”, “The Wiz”,“Nine”, “Children of Eden”,“Into the Woods”, and “You’re a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown” (CapU), “Jesus Christ Superstar”(TUTS), “Rocky 
Horror Show” (DSR at the Arts Club), and “My Fair Lady” (asst dir – 
Arts Club). 
 
 

 



 
Duncan Fraser- “Polonius” 
 

Duncan was recently recognized for his hundreds of screen 
roles by UBCP, the actor's union, awarding him the Sam 
Payne Lifetime Achievement Award.   Along the way he has 
gathered nominations for a Genie for television, a Gemini 
for film, and an International Audie for radio. 
On stage, his Shakespearean roles are numerous both in the 
Vancouver’s Bard on the Beach summer Shakespeare 
Festival, for five seasons, and in a handful of other theatres 
across Canada and Britain over the past 35 years.  Acclaim 
for his stage performances include several Vancouver Jessie 
Awards and nominations, and last year a Best Actor Merritt 
Award from Nova Scotia.  Duncan has now given up his Los 
Angeles residency and lives permanently in Vancouver. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Haig Sutherland – “Laertes” 
 

Haig Sutherland has been acting for the stage and screen for the 
last fifteen years. He has over 75 appearances on television and 
film to his credit, most notably on TV shows such as “Fringe”, 
“Stargate:Universe” and “Smallville”; and he received a Leo 
Award and Gemini nomination for “Robson Arms”.  He can be 
seen in the upcoming feature “Snowmageddon”. 
For the last decade, Haig has been a company member of Bard 
on the Beach, Vancouverʼs annual Shakespeare festival, most 
recently appearing as Octavius Caesar in “Antony & Cleopatra”, 
and King Richard in “Richard II”.  Heʼs been nominated three 
times for the Jessie Richardson Award. 
Haig lives in Vancouver with his wife Jennifer.  The couple 
recently celebrated the birth of their first child, Stuart 

Sutherland. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Stephen Lobo- “Horatio” 
 
Stephen has enjoyed leading roles in numerous television series 
and films. He was the star of the CHUM television series, 
“Godiva's”, for which he won the Leo Award for Best Lead 
Performance by a Male in a Dramatic Series. He was a series 
regular on SciFi Channel's “Painkiller Jane” and has had 
recurring roles on the CW series “Smallville”, ABC Family's 
“Falcon Beach”, CBC's “Little Mosque”, and has just wrapped a 
guest star role on CBS's CIA dramedy “Chaos”. Selected film 
credits include the “The Wedding Date”, “Love and Other 
Dilemmas”, “Fathers & Sons”, and “Stained”.  Lobo will next be 
seen in a starring role in the soon to be released “Afghan Luke”, 
directed by Mike Clattenburg of Trailer Park Boys fame, and will 
make an appearance in the fourth installment of the “Mission: 

Impossible” franchise for Paramount Pictures. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Brent Stait- “Rosencrantz” 
 

Brent has been acting in film, television and theatre in Canada 
for the past thirty years. A graduate of Ryerson Theater School 
and the Banff School of Fine Arts master Class, Brent spent the 
first four years of his career doing theater at Stratford and the 
surrounding areas before venturing into film and television.  He 
has appeared in numerous film and television shows over the 
years from the “X-Files” to “Mystery Alaska”.  From serial 
killers to priests, Brent has performed a large number of 
character parts in film and on stage.  Brent has been the recipient 
of a Tyrone Gutheri Award, a Leo Award and has been 
nominated for a Genie. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Russell Roberts- “The Ghost” 
 
Russell Roberts' professional career, spanning 35 years and over 
200 theatre, film, TV, and radio productions, has taken him from 
Charlottetown to Victoria and New York to Los Angeles, from 
Moliere to Mamet and Shakespeare to Shafer. His performances at 
local theatres include; Vancouver Playhouse, Arts Club, 
Touchstone, Rumble, Pi, Fugue, and Felix Culpa. He has performed 
five seasons of leading roles with Bard on the Beach where he 
was last seen playing the title role in the acclaimed “Titus 
Andronicus”. He most recently appeared in Rumble Theatre’s 
production of “Blackbird” (Jessie Award, Outstanding 
Performance ) and in the Jessie award winning “The Palace of 
the End” for Touchstone Theatre.  Recent screen credits include 
“Twilight: New Moon”; “Impact” (mini- series); 
“Psych”; and “The Troop”.  He will be heard as the Narrator in 
this Christmas’ TV Special “Battle of The Bulbs”. Russell had 
taught vocal technique to theatre and business professionals for 

over twenty years.  He is married to actor Colleen Winton, they have two sons, and live in 
New Westminster. 
 
 
 

Martin Sims- “Guildenstern” 
 

Born and raised in Montreal, Martin now lives and works in 
Vancouver. He has worked for all the major theatre 
companies in Vancouver and also has 
numerous film and television credits.  Most recently he was 
seen as Don Pedro in “Much Ado About Nothing” and as 
Agrippa in “Antony and Cleopatra” for the Bard on the 
Beach Shakespeare festival. He played the devious 
accountant, Barry Peterson in “The Foundation”, an 
outrageous comedy for Showcase.  He also appeared in 
“Night at the Museum”, “Dead Like Me”, “Stargate SG1”, 
“The 4400” and “The Outer Limits”.  He is currently 
directing a play called “Forty Deuce” written by Allan 
Bowne.  The play is a dark and gritty New York crime drama 

that will be presented at the Little Mountain Gallery this June in Vancouver. 

 
 

 
 



 
JOHN CASSINI –PRODUCER / "BUTLER" 
 

John is one of Canada's most recognizable and 
accomplished actors with over 20 years of TV and 
film credits both in Canada and the U.S.  U.S. series 
credits include John as the hapless superintendent 
Yuri Kukoc in the comedy “Robson Arms”, (LEO 
Award winner Best Actor) and the underworld crime 
figure Ronnie Delmonico in the critically acclaimed 
and award winning drama, “Intelligence”, 
(nominated for Gemini as Best Lead Actor).  “Hamlet” 

is his 4th venture into producing.  Past films include “Break A Leg” - which he also co 
wrote and starred in. It went on to win twelve festival awards in the US as well as a Best 
Actor award for John at the Marco Island Film Festival.  In 2010 John also starred in and 
produced the comedy “Guido Superstar: the Rise of Guido” which premiered at the 
Vancouver International Film Festival and can now be seen on DVD and cable television. In 
2011 John also produced the feature film, “Hit 'n Strum".  He is presently developing two 
television shows for various networks with Breakthrough Entertainment and Shaftesbury 
Films in Toronto. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jacquie Gould - Producer 
 
Jacquie started her production career on the classic 
television series “MacGyver”.  Since then she has been 
involved in over 50 Feature Film and TV productions as an 
Assistant Director. TV productions include 'Dark Angel' 
and “Smallville”. Features include “Alive” and “Snow 
Falling on Cedars”. 
Jacquie has spent the last few years writing original scripts 
and developing independent screenplays from emerging 
screenwriters she discovered through her First Read script 
analysis venture.  Projects include Lance Osborne's 
“Dorando” and her own “Stand by your Man”.  “Hamlet” 

marks her first Feature Film as Producer. 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


